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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of )

. ) |
Committee to Elect Mike Burkhold ) =
to Congress, and ) MUR 5043 =
Hulic Ratteree, treasurer ) :

) =F
- CONCILIATION AGREEMENT . =

This matter was initiated by the Federal Election Commission (“Commission”), pursﬁlt

to information ascertained in the normal course of carrying out its supervisory responsibilities.

The Commission found reason to believe that the Committee to Elect Mike Burkhold .to

-

Congress, and Hulic Ratteree, as treasurer '(“Respondents") violated 2 U.S.C. § 441a(f).

NOW, THEREFOQORE, the Commission and the Respondents, having participated in

informal methods of ponciliation, prior to 5 finding of probable cause to believe, do hereby agree

as follows:
I. The Commission has jurisdiction over the Respondents and the subject matter of this

proceeding, and this agreement has the effect of an agreement entered pursnant to 2 U.S.C.

§ 437g(a)4)(A)(D).
1L ReSpondents have had a reasonable opportimity to demonstrate that no action should

be taken in this matter. :
III. Respondents enter voluntaﬁly into this agreement with the Commission.

IV. The pertinent facts and violations of law in this matter are as follows:

1. Committee to Elect Mike Burkhold to Congress (“Committee”) is the authorized

committee of Mike Burkhold.

2. Hulic Ratteree is the treasurer of the Committee.

e

wvs.{;;;"g; !

103014 10

’-‘Of%‘:s':y?w’o%'ﬂ‘*
=13 -,va

03AT303¢ 03

Ko1193



J

JAN-89-2001 16350 UGC?SP ‘ 2682 219 1843 P.64

3. The Federal Electlon Campaign Act of 1971 (“Act”), as amended, provides that no
person shall make contributions to any candidate or authorized cornmittee with respect to any
election for federal office which, in the aggregate, exceed $1,000. 2 U.S.C. § 441a(a)(1)(A).

The Act further provides that multicandidate political committees are prohibited from making
contributiéns in excess of $5,000 to any candidate and his or her authorized political committee
with respect to any election for federal office. 2 U.S.C. § ala(a)(Z)(A). Cmdidates'and their
committees are prohibited from knowingly accepﬁng any contributions in excess of th; Act’s
limitations. 2 U.S.C. § 441a(f); see also 11’ C.F.R. § 110.9(a). Contributions made “with respect
to any election” means, in the case of a contribution not designated in writing by the contributor

for a particular election, the next election for the federal office after the contribution is made.

11 C.F.R. §§ 110.1(b)(2) and 110.2(b)(2). Contributions which exceed the contribution
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limitations of the Act on their face, and contributions which do not exceed the Act’s limitations
on their face but which do exceed those limitations when aggregated with other contributions
from the same contributor, may either be deposited into a campaign depository or returned to the
contributor. 11 C.F.R. § 103.3(b)(3). If any such contribution is deposited, the treasurer may
request redesignation or reattribution of the contribution in accordance with 11 C.F.R.*

.. §§ 110.1(b), 110.1¢k),-or1 10-.2(b); Ifa wri.t.t.en- redesignation or reattribution is not obtained, the
treasurer shall, within sixty days of the weasurer’_s receipt of the contribution, refund the
contribution to the contributor. 11 C.F.R. § 103.3(b)(3).

4. Tvyenty-one individuals made excessive contributions to Respondents totaling $18,025
and four multicandidate political action committees made excessive contributions to
Respondents in the amount of $2,375. Respondents contend that as a result of a range of clerical

errors, high staff turnover which resulted in confusion in the management of paperwork and
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maintenance of records, and staff inexperiencé with federal election finance laws and regulations,

and various other mistakes by their novice campaign, Respondents received excessive
contributions and did not obtdin written redesignations or reattributionslof the excessive
contributions within 60 days of receipt as required by the applicable provisions of the federal
election finance laws and regulations. These same federa‘l election finance laws and regulations '

required respondents to refund the excessive contribution amounts within 60 days of Teceipt of

it

such contributions. Respondents deny !mowingl&-gnd willfully receiving excessive. contributions
in violation of the Federal Election Campaign Act and did not refund excessive contributions
within the required 60 day time period. Subsequently; pursuant to Commission .
reconnnendafions, the Committee refunded excessive contributions in the amount of $13,700.

V. Rcsﬁondents accepted excessive contributions in the amount of $20,400 from 21
individuals and four multicandidate political action committees in violation of 2 U.S.C.
§ 441a(9). | |

V1. Respondents will pay a civil ﬁcnalty to the Federal Election Commission in the
amount ofss,doo, pursuant to 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(5)(A).

| VII. The Cbmmission, on request of anyone filing a cbmplaint undci' 2US.C.

§ 437g(é)(1)_ concerning thie matters at :ssue herein or -qn its own mdtion, inay review compliance -
with this agreement. If the Commi_ssion believes that this agreement or any requirement th;rcof
has been violated, it may institute a civil action for relief in the United States District Court for
the District of Columbia.

VIII. This agreement shall become cffccﬁvc és of the datc that all parties hereto have

executed the same and the Commuission has approved the entire agreement.
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IX. Respondents shall have no moré than 30 days from the date this agreement becomes
effective to comply with and implement the requirements contained in this agreement and to so
notify the Commission.

X. This éonciliaﬁOn Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the parties on
the matters raised herein, and n§ other statement, promise, or agreement, either written or oral,
made by either party or by agents of eithe; party, that is not contained in this written Bg;eemcnt

shall be enforceable.

FOR THE COMMISSION:

lie Bright
Associate General Counsel '

FOR THE RESPONDENT:

%, =~ /~-/5-01 .
F. Bénald Jenkins Date

Attorney-at-Law

TOTAL P.B6



